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nature of bedding as well. In the Punjab almost every family
has an adequate number of charpoys and about 70 per cent
families have quilts or mattresses as well.

Dwellings

The Chamrauti or depressed class quarters are always out-
side the village and are invariably in its southern corner. It is
there that Chamar, Kori, or Bhangi houses will be found.1 Pasi
houses may, however, be found near the houses of high caste
people. According to some foreign observers Chamrauti is the
filthiest quarter of the village. But our observations lead us to
the conclusion that Chamrauti is in no way more dirty than the
quarters of high caste Hindus ; and in fact, Chamar houses in the
outskirts of the village are often more neat and clean than those
of Kurmis, and Ahirs inside the village. The abominable smell
associated with Chamar houses is present only where tanning is
done. But tanning is uncommon now.

A typical depressed class dwelling would consist of a two-
roomed cottage with mud walls and a roof of thatch. In tracts
that suffer from floods every now and then, or where rainfall is
heavy, the walls are of split bamboo or reeds. Where rainfall is
heavy the roof projects well beyond the walls which are thus pro-
tected from being damaged by rain. The main hut which serves
as the bedroom is usually about 15 feet long and 7 feet wide.
The walls are 4 to 5 feet high and the centre height is about 10
feet. Connected to this main hut, there .is often another one of
about the same size which serves as a kitchen as well as a store
room. A considerable number of huts in the U.P. and Bihar have
a door which is nothing more than a rough wooden frame with
wattle and dab panelling swinging on two vertical wooden pivots.
But in Bengal doors of matting are common. In the countryside
20 to 30 per cent of the families manage only in single huts.

The dwellings of tenants are more elaborate than those of
harwahas and can be picked out without much difficulty. The
size of a dwelling depends partly on the number of members in

1 It is only in Western Bengal that we come across villages. Else-
where in Bengal the dwellings of the people are scattered in the midst of
their farms or else we find long lines of houses on land higher then the
surrounding country.